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Reinventing the Truck – 
2019 Update
Disruptive forces continue to alter long-established 
trends in the trucking and energy industries
In response to new market dynamics in the medium and heavy commercial vehicle 
segment, IHS Markit is offering a 2019 update to the Reinventing the Truck study. 
This update will continue our previous analysis of adoption of alternative power 
train technologies, will update our total cost of ownership analysis, and will examine 
other disruptive forces in play which are affecting companies’ strategic decision-
making.  For example, new regulations will impact powertrain choices and relative 
costs. Autonomous technologies may significantly alter business models. And 
decarbonization is already impacting refined product demand while increasing 
opportunities for natural gas and electricity. IHS Markit is uniquely positioned to 
look within and across these inter-related industries and offer insights into this 
changing landscape.

Heavy duty commercial vehicles account for over a third of the world’s 
refined product demand. Could disruptive forces radically alter long-
established trends?

KEY ISSUES ADDRESSED:

 ‒ The logistical system 
of the future: How will 
technology and regulation 
shape the supply chain and 
what role will trucking play 
in tomorrow’s movement 
of goods?

 ‒ Regulating trucking: 
How will regulation shape 
future choices for truck 
manufacturers, suppliers 
and operators?

 ‒ The trucking business 
models of the future: 
What business models 
will evolve and how will 
these impact drive-train 
technologies?

 ‒ The economics of 
trucking: What will be the 
predominant fuel of choice 
by market?

 ‒ The impact on energy and 
chemicals: How will other 
industries be affected?

Key factors impacting the heavy duty trucking industry
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About IHS Markit

IHS Markit (Nasdaq: INFO) is a world leader in critical information, analytics and solutions for the 
major industries and markets that drive economies worldwide. The company delivers next-generation 
information, analytics and solutions to customers in business, finance and government, improving 
their operational efficiency and providing deep insights that lead to well-informed, confident decisions. 
IHS Markit has more than 50,000 key business and government customers, including 80 percent of the 
Fortune Global 500 and the world’s leading financial institutions. Headquartered in London, IHS Markit 
is committed to sustainable, profitable growth.

An interconnected view for interconnected industries

The future of the trucking industry has far reaching consequences for the oil & gas, power, 
and chemical industries. 
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Study Deliverables

The Reinventing the Truck update will include excel data sets for sales, fleet and fuel demand outlooks to 2050 in two 
scenarios.  The power point Summary Report will provide detail on the policy, technology, and cost assumptions used 
in the sales and fleet modeling and also in the total cost of ownership analysis.  The research includes the following key 
markets: China, US, Europe, Japan. 

TRUCKING OEMS & SUPPLIERS
 ‒ How will changes in technology  

impact suppliers?

 ‒ Will today’s supply chain endure?

 ‒ How will business models evolve?

 ‒ How will economics be affected by the  
transformation in the trucking sector?

 ‒ Are cross-industry partnerships the key  
to success, or even survival?

POWER
 ‒ What will be asked of the electric grid  

infrastructure and how will it evolve?

 ‒ How will the recharging infrastructure  
develop in the medium and heavy  
commercial vehicle sector?

OIL & GAS
 ‒ What will be the impact on the downstream 

industry and when will peak oil demand arrive?

 ‒ How will crude oil prices be impacted by 
changes in the automotive eco-system?

 ‒ Upstream implications: What will the global 
oil supply curve look like?

 ‒ What will be the balance between gasoline 
and diesel, and can natural gas and hydrogen 
expand their use in transportation?

CHEMICALS
 ‒ What will be the impact of changing  

feedstocks on chemicals production?

 ‒ How will design changes in the automotive 
sector affect the demand for chemicals and 
materials such as thermoplastic polymers 
and synthetic elastomers?

INTEGRATED 
INTELLIGENCE


