
© 2016 IHS Markit. All Rights Reserved.© 2016 IHS Markit. All Rights Reserved.

Global PMI
Global growth slips closer to decade lows 

as manufacturing weakness spreads to services
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Global PMI at over three-year low as slowdown spreads to services
Latest worldwide PMI data showed the global economy losing further growth momentum in October. At 50.8, the JPMorgan Global 

PMI™ (compiled by IHS Markit) fell to its lowest since February 2016, registering one of the weakest monthly expansions since the 

global financial crisis. The PMI is comparable with global GDP rising at an annual rate of 1.75% (market prices) at the start of the 

fourth quarter. 

Although manufacturing showed further tentative signs of improving, having led the global slowdown throughout the past year and a 

half via deteriorating worldwide exports, recent months have seen increasing signs of slower service sector growth. Global service 

sector output rose in October at its slowest rate since early-2016.  

Global PMI indices
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Global PMI* output & economic growth
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Sources: IHS Markit, JPMorgan.

* PMI shown above is a GDP-weighted average of the survey manufacturing and services indices.

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/107d07e6e4d9436a9de1ab79d654ea54
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Global jobs fall for first time since early 2010
The deteriorating job market appears to have been a key transmission mechanism for the global slowdown from manufacturing to 

services. The October global PMI data showed the first net decline in employment since February 2010. The job market slowed as a

consequence of reduced inflows of new work globally, which grew in October at the slowest rate for seven years and meant that firms 

ate into previously-placed orders for a fourth straight month.

Hiring was also hit by concerns about the future. In particular, the PMIs continued to see heightened anxiety about trade wars, 

geopolitical uncertainty and worries about the economic outlook, all of which dampened firms’ appetite to spend and curbed hiring. 

Although overall levels of future sentiment improved slightly in October, the overall picture remained one of the least optimistic since 

comparable survey data were first available in 2012.

Global PMI business optimism
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Global PMI* employment and order books

* PMI shown above is a GDP-weighted average of the survey manufacturing and services indices.
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Source: IHS Markit, JPMorgan.
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Auto and equipment makers see signs of demand stabilising
IHS Markit’s detailed sector PMI data showed some encouraging 

signs in October. Although output fell in 11 of the 26 sectors, led 

by a steep fall in metals and mining, four of these were only very 

marginal declines. Moreover, two key sectors that have been in 

steep downturns showed signs of stabilising:

▪ output of the global autos and parts sector declined at the 

slowest rate since November of last year, with new orders 

almost stabilising after heavy falls earlier in the year 

▪ the machinery and equipment sectors, a bellwether of global 

capex, saw the smallest drop in output for seven months. New 

orders fell to the least extent so far this year. Tech equipment 

output meanwhile rose for a third successive month.  
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Global Sector PMI Output Index (Oct. 2019)

Source: IHS Markit

https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/ebeb6aa329fb474b8c3335fac66d6068
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Global manufacturing downturn shows signs of easing
Global manufacturing activity contracted marginally for a sixth 

straight month in October, according to the latest PMI data, albeit 

with the rate of decline moderating to hint that the recent 

downturn may have bottomed out back in July. A total of 14 

countries reported a decline, down from a peak of 19 in July. 

Once again, Greece led the global growth rankings in October, 

while Germany has now sat at the foot of the rankings for eight 

consecutive months, followed in October by a cluster of 

neighbouring countries. Of the largest economies, the strongest 

expansions were reported by Brazil and China, followed closely 

by the US and Canada.
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Sources: IHS Markit, JPMorgan, CBA, ISO, CIPS, NEVI, BME, Bank Austria, Investec, 

AERCE, Caixin, HPI, CBA, Davivienda, Jibun Bank.
© 2019 IHS Markit. All Rights Reserved.

Source: IHS Markit, JPMorgan.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/global-manufacturing-downturn-shows-further-signs-of-easing-Nov19.html
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Developed world new orders fall for first time since 2012
The global slowdown largely reflected weaker developed world growth, where output rose at the slowest rate for seven years. New 

business inflows in the developed world meanwhile fell, albeit only marginally, for the first time since 2012, highlighting the extent to 

which demand growth has slumped compared to the strong inflows seen this time last year. An eighth successive monthly fall in

manufacturing output in the developed world was accompanied by a near-stagnation of services activity. US growth remained close to 

decade lows, the eurozone almost stalled and the UK stagnated. Output in Japan meanwhile fell for the first time in three years.

Emerging market growth remained more resilient, running at the same pace seen in August and September (yet remaining below that 

seen this time last year). While manufacturing growth has improved on lows seen earlier in the year, service sector growth has softened. 

Expansions were recorded in China, Brazil and Russia, but output fell in India for the second month in a row).

.
Emerging market PMI*
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Developed world PMI* 
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* PMI shown above is a GDP-weighted average of the survey manufacturing and services indices.

Source: IHS Markit, CIPS, Jibun Bank. Source: IHS Markit, Caixin.
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US sees subdued start to fourth quarter
Although October’s IHS Markit PMIs saw signs of manufacturing pulling out of its recent soft patch, the far-larger service sector 

remained in the doldrums as inflows of new work failed to grow for the first time since 2009. Taken together, the surveys suggest that 

the US economy got off to a disappointing start in Q4, consistent with GDP growing at an annualised rate of less than 1.5%. With 

inflows of new work drying up, firms were relying on previously-placed orders to sustain current output growth, meaning the rate of 

expansion could weaken further in coming months unless demand revives. Consequently, jobs were being cut at an increased rate

among surveyed companies, with employment falling to a degree not seen since 2009. 

The news was by no means all negative, however, with firms becoming more optimistic about the year ahead on balance, buoyed by 

hopes of an easing of trade war tensions and stimulus from lower interest rates. 

s.
US manufacturing
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US economic growth and the PMI**
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Sources: IHS Markit, ISM, Federal Reserve

See also our paper on ISM and IHS Markit PMI survey divergences.

Source: IHS Markit.

*Manufacturing PMI only pre October 2009
** PMI shown above is a GDP-weighted average of the survey manufacturing and services indices.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/flash-us-pmi-lifts-higher-but-still-signals-weak-growth-at-start-of-Q4-Oct19.html
https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/explaining-us-manufacturing-pmi-survey-divergences-Oct19.html
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Eurozone mired close to stagnation at start of fourth quarter
The euro area remained close to stalling in October. At 50.6, the October PMI was consistent with GDP rising at a quarterly pace of just 

0.1%. Worryingly, the risks are tilted towards contraction in coming months, as what little growth seen in October was supported by firms 

eating into previously-placed orders. New orders fell for a second successive month. 

A further steep decline in manufacturing output was accompanied by one of the weakest service sector expansions since 2014. Future 

expectations remained among the gloomiest since 2013 and jobs growth hit the lowest for four years. Selling price inflation meanwhile 

remained stuck near a three-year low amid muted cost pressures. 

By country, an improved performance in France helped keep the eurozone out of contraction, alongside a mild easing in the rate of 

decline in Germany. However, the rest of the region slowed closer to stagnation.

Euro big-four composite PMI *(output)
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Eurozone PMI* and GDP
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Sources: IHS Markit, Eurostat.

*PMI shown above is a GDP weighted average of the manufacturing and services indices.

Source: IHS Markit.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/stalled-flash-eurozone-pmi-shows-economy-at-risk-of-decline-in-fourth-quarter-241019.html
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/00c73675eef142c2a4c16d56f26635a8
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/c8c1672905614a9f943be90638e14550
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UK economy in worst spell since 2009 
The health of the UK economy deteriorated for a third month running in October, with the PMI surveys indicating the worst spell for 

business activity since the global financial crisis. At 49.5, the headline index is consistent with GDP falling at a quarterly rate of 0.1%. 

Worryingly, the disappointing October performance took place in spite of increased activity ahead of the postponed Brexit date of 31st

October. The latest official data meanwhile showed the UK economy contracting for a second successive month in September, 

matching the decline in the business survey data. A key area of concern from both the survey and official data is a stalling of service 

sector growth that accompanies the manufacturing and construction sector downturns.

A lack of new order inflows and uncertainty about the outlook – commonly linked to Brexit and the upcoming general election –

meanwhile also resulted in further job losses in October, which remained among the fiercest since 2009. 

UK PMI* and employment
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UK PMI* and GDP 

Sources: IHS Markit, CIPS, ONS.Sources: IHS Markit, CIPS, ONS. 

*PMI shown above is a GDP weighted average of the manufacturing, services and construction indices.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/uk-economy-in-worst-spell-since-2009-as-allsector-pmi-signals-further-contraction-Nov19.html
https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/uk-avoids-recession-but-underlying-growth-trend-deteriorates-nov19.html
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China PMI lifts higher but outlook remains subdued
Although the Caixin PMI survey gauge of manufacturing output growth gained ground for a fourth successive month in October, 

growth remained subdued, especially in relation to exports. Moreover, the tentative signs of manufacturing turning the corner were 

countered by an easing in service sector growth to one of the weakest rates seen over the past six years. The overall picture for 

output was nevertheless the strongest for six months, thanks to the manufacturing improvement, which was most noticeable in larger 

firms.

Whether the upturn can be sustained remains in question, however, as firms not only pulled back on hiring amid uncertainty about

business prospects, leading to further job losses in manufacturing, but sentiment about the business outlook remained firmly stuck at 

one of the lowest on record, lifting only slightly higher than at mid-year on hopes that trade war tensions may ease.

China PMI employment indicators
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China PMI output indices
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Sources: IHS Markit, Caixin.Source: IHS Markit, Caixin, NBS.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/caixin-pmi-signals-solid-start-to-fourth-quarter-as-factory-upturn-gains-momentum-Nov19.html
https://www.markiteconomics.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/6bbd27bd9fae4f77a5cdd4dc393634e0
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Japan hit by tax hike Hong Kong slump continues
Recent elevated Jibun Bank PMI readings for Japan had been 

inflated by spending ahead of the sales tax rise in October, and 

the October PMI data fell as a consequence of pay-back from 

this advance spending, most notably in the service sector. 

Overall, business activity fell for the first time in over three years 

as a result, and future sentiment fell to the gloomiest for just over 

three years. Manufacturers also remained in the doldrums as 

trade war tensions continued to dampen export demand.

Hong Kong PMI and GDP
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Japan PMI and GDP
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Sources: IHS Markit, Jibun Bank, Japan Cabinet Office. 

*PMI shown above is a GDP weighted average of the manufacturing and services indices.

PMI data showed Hong Kong SAR mired in one of its worst 

downturns for the past two decades during October as the impact 

of the ongoing political unrest and a worsening global trade 

environment continued to dampen business activity and hurt 

investment. With PMI data having correctly anticipated the steep 

GDP decline in the third quarter, as indicated by official data, 

October PMI results suggest the economy is heading towards a 

deeper recession in the final quarter of the year.
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Hong Kong PMI and economic growth

Sources: IHS Markit, C&SDSources: IHS Markit, C&SD.

https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/flash-japan-pmi-show-first-fall-in-business-activity-for-three-years.html
https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/pmi-shows-HKSAR-economy-suffering-biggest-fall-in-output-for-over-two-decades-Nov19.html
https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/hong-kong-economy-falls-into-recession-in-third-quarter-oct19.html
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Disclaimer

The information contained in this presentation is confidential. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, reproduction or dissemination,
in full or in part, in any media or by any means, without the prior written permission of IHS Markit or any of its affiliates
("Markit") is strictly prohibited. 

Opinions, statements, estimates and projections in this presentation (including other media) are solely those of the individual 
author(s) at the time of writing and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of IHS Markit. Neither IHS Markit nor the author(s)
has any obligation to update this presentation in the event that any content, opinion, statement, estimate or projection 
(collectively, "information") changes or subsequently becomes inaccurate. 

IHS Markit makes no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, completeness or timeliness of any information in this
presentation, and shall not in any way be liable to any recipient for any inaccuracies or omissions. Without limiting the 
foregoing, Markit shall have no liability whatsoever to any recipient, whether in contract, in tort (including negligence), under 
warranty, under statute or otherwise, in respect of any loss or damage suffered by any recipient as a result of or in connection
with any information provided, or any course of action determined, by it or any third party, whether or not based on any 
information provided. 

The inclusion of a link to an external website by IHS Markit should not be understood to be an endorsement of that website or
the site's owners (or their products/services). IHS Markit is not responsible for either the content or output of external websites. 

Copyright ©2019, IHS Markit Limited. All rights reserved and all intellectual property rights are retained by IHS Markit.

12

© 2019 IHS Markit. All Rights Reserved.


